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Growing 

 in  

Faith 

Classroom Notes  
 

How does God 

show he loves 

you? 

Make the Feast of St. 

Francis special by having 

your own Blessing of Pets 

service.  

Gather your family 

together around your 

pets. You have an image 

of St. Francis nearby or in 

a place of honor. 

Designate someone to be 

a leader and another to 

be a reader. 

The wording of the 

prayer service may be 

found on the next page. 

Family Fun 

Animal Blessing 
 1st Grade 

The 1st graders worked on memorizing the Our Father. They also were 

introduced to the Circle of Grace. Lauren was a good leader. She helped 

demonstrate to the other students how to make their circle of grace. 

 

2nd Grade 
The First Communion class had a lesson about the Blessed Trinity, one  

God and three divine persons…Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Father  

is NOT the Son. The Son is NOT the Holy Spirit, The Holy Spirit is NOT  

the Father yet they are all equal= One God. This is the faith we believe. 

“I believe in One God…the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 

In Jesus Christ His only begotten Son; and the Holy Spirit, the Lord and  

giver of Life.” We also talked about prayers we need to learn. 

 

3rd / 4th Grades 
Wednesday’s lesson focused on the differences between the Old and  

New Testaments and the ways God speaks to us through the prophets,  

parables, and scripture. The students also gained an understanding  

of the role of the Pope and bishops, that they are shepherds who help  

lead us to the Father.  

 

5th / 6th Grades 
This class is a wonderful mix of quiet to boisterous students, all respectful 

and well-grounded in their Catholic faith. They have just begun Unit 1: 

GOD, THE FATHER OF ALL, and the first chapter addressed key 

vocabulary terms (belief, faith, mystery, Catholic, truth and trust, love, 

Blessed Trinity, creed/profession of faith, Communion of Saints, etc.). A 

scavenger hunt is coming… 

EDGE 
The jr.-high focused on the divinity of Jesus. The students shared their 

understanding of why Jesus was born on earth. The discussion was  

followed by students using the Bible to look up related verses and  

passages that helped explain why God sent his Son. Afterwards, the  

students broke out into group activities. 



 

 

 
 

 
   

 

October 4th  

FEAST of ST. FRANCIS of ASSISI 

BLESSING OF PETS 
 

Begin with the sign of the cross 

 

Leader  Let us bless the Lord now and forever. 

 

All   Amen. 
 

Leader Animals fill the skies, the earth and the 

seas. They are God’s beloved creatures. St. Francis 

remembered this. He called the animals his 

brothers and sisters. We thank God for letting us 

share the earth with such wonderful and amazing 

creatures. 

 

Reader Genesis 1:20-22, 24-25 

The word of the Lord 

All Thanks be to God 

 

Leader O God our creator, everything that has the 

breath of life gives you praise! We ask you to watch 

over our pets (insert names) and all animals. Keep 

them in good health. Guard them against trouble. 

May the wisdom of St. Francis and our love for these 

animals deepen our respect for all your creation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

All   Amen 

 

All make the sign of the cross. 

 

Your pet (and you) deserves a treat! 

Francis of Assisi was born into a wealthy family 

but eventually abandoned his life of luxury and 

became a devotee of the faith, his reputation 

spreading all over the Christian world.  

 

According to some religious scholars, St. Francis 

encountered a leper while on a journey through 

a countryside. Francis was moved with pity and 

embraced and kissed the leper in the road, 

which later he described his experience as a 

feeling of sweetness in his mouth. Francis then 

sensed an indescribable freedom. 

 

His earlier lifestyle lost all its appeal. Francis 

chose to leave behind all his worldly possessions 

to live among the poor. He lived a simplistic life, 

traveling place to place preaching about the love 

of God. His followers became known as the 

Franciscan Friars. 

 

Later in life, Francis reportedly received a vision 

that left him with the stigmata of Christ — marks 

resembling the wounds Jesus Christ suffered 

when he was crucified. 

 

St. Francis also recognized all of creation as a 

sign of God’s love.  He is the patron saint of 

animals and the environment. 

 

 

 
LIVING ROSARY - OCTOBER 5

th
 

Be sure to mark your calendar  

All students will participate in the Living Rosary 


